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Tennessee Simulation Alliance; a new era in simulation collaboration
Nashville, Tennessee - A leading group of healthcare professionals from all disciplines have come together to partner with the healthcare industry, education, practice and technology to provide a collaborative group to champion experiential learning through simulation, including standardized patients, mannequin based simulation, virtual simulation and other techniques to improve patient outcomes.  The advisory committee of the Tennessee Simulation Alliance held their inaugural meeting on October 11th at Belmont University in Nashville.

Dr. Lois Wagner, Executive Director of the Tennessee Center for Nursing and Project Director for the Tennessee Simulation Alliance and Dr. Beth Hallmark, Director of Simulation at the College of Health Sciences at Belmont University and Program Director for the Tennessee Simulation Alliance welcomed those on the Alliance Committee that were able to attend the meeting.

What was to become the Simulation Alliance started in 2007 when the Partners Investing in Nursing’s Future (PIN) program and The Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee responded to the crisis in nursing by convening philanthropic partners and leaders in nursing and healthcare to address the nursing shortage.  Through this partnership, grant funding was awarded to the 

Tennessee Center for Nursing (TCN) to increase the supply of qualified nurse educators and enhance the skills of current faculty to meet the needs of the 21st century.  Using this funding, TCN partnered with  Belmont University and other area healthcare leaders to put together the initial Simulation Conference in 2008 which focused on empowering the nurse educators on how to integrate simulation equipment into their curriculum.  With such an overwhelming response and enough left over grant funding, the partners decided to hold a second, and now a third conference.  This initial group of small area partners recognized a need for a large, state-wide organization that could become an alliance connecting the regions of the state, so that through collaboration, sharing of information and technology, resources could be identified; and training in areas such as safety and communication might be available for all healthcare providers.  

Through the work of Dr. Wagner and Dr. Hallmark, the Tennessee Simulation Alliance was formed from a multi-disciplinary group of healthcare professionals who seek collaboration in order to improve patient safety and quality of care using simulation, shared knowledge and resources, while partnering with academia, industry, government and healthcare.  

During the meeting, the structure of the Alliance was established to include an Advisory Council, which shall be the governing board of the Alliance, an Executive Committee, and four sub-committees that will focus on research, continuing education, grants, and website development. 

For more information about the Tennessee Simulation Alliance visit www.tnsim.org
